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1. Purpose of Guidance

Photos of young people enjoying angling can be valuable for promotion, but they must be used
responsibly to protect their safety and privacy. When personal information is linked to images,
children may be identifiable, increasing the risk of misuse. While rare in angling, inappropriate use of
images can occur, including unauthorized adaptation and/or manipulation. To address these
concerns, clear guidelines are essential to ensure the safe and appropriate capture, storage, and
sharing of images of children.

2. Core Principles

Below are some core principles clubs, fisheries and federations should always keep in mind when
photographing and distributing images of children:

Child Welfare: The safety and well-being of children participating in angling activities must be
paramount.

Consent: Parents or guardians, and where appropriate, children themselves, have the right to decide
if and how images are taken and used.

Appropriate Content: Images should depict positive aspects of angling, should convey best practice
and should avoid any content that could be misinterpreted or misused. Care should be taken to
ensure that images are not sexual or exploitative in nature.

Authorised Personnel: Only individuals authorised by the club or organisation should take
photographs or videos during events or activities. There should be a process in place should this not
be followed.

Secure Storage: All images of children should be securely stored with restricted access. These should
only be accessible by certain individuals to protect the welfare of children. If it is a coaching aid for
example, this should only be accessible to coaching instructors.

Retention and Sharing: Consideration should be given to having clear retention policies that lead to
images only being retained for a reasonable period of time. Similarly, images should not be openly
shared electronically with others, but where this is necessary considerations of the risks associated
should be considered.

3. Consent

Consent is the process of an individual giving permission or agreement for something to happen. In
the context of images and videos it is ensuring people have the right to decide if they want to be in
photos or videos with informed knowledge of where, when, how, and for what your club or
organisation may use these images or videos once taken. We should respect individuals’ autonomy
by asking for consent, but with regards to children (anyone under the age of 18) this consent must
be given by their parent or carer.
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3.1 Informed Consent

You should clearly explain the purpose of photography or filming, how the images will be used, and
who will have access to them. So, parents and carers can give informed consent.

If an image or video recording is intended as a coaching aid for example, children and their
parents/guardians should be made aware of this and the appropriate written consent is gathered
prior to recording.

Where consent is initially given but subsequently withdrawn, immediate action should be taken to
delete the images and cease the use of the image. This may mean existing social media images will
need to be deleted or edited to remove the image.

3.2 Consent forms

Consent forms signed by parents or guardians before capturing or using a child's image is the most
foolproof way of recording consent. This consent should detail how and where the image will be
used, however, you can gain consent for images within membership sign up or at events through
verbal consent.

4. Publishing Images

Photographers must obtain written permission from a child’s parent or guardian before taking or
using their image. If a club or fishery wishes to recognise a young angler’s achievement by publishing
their name alongside a photograph, no personal details (such as postal or email addresses or phone
numbers) should ever be included.

Where possible, images should focus on the angling activity rather than an individual child and
should represent the diversity of young participants in the sport. Photos should highlight positive
aspects of children’s involvement, such as enjoyment, competition, and achievements. Even once
published, organisations must ensure they store images securely, whether in digital or printed form,
to prevent unauthorised access.

Any inappropriate use of images must be reported immediately to the relevant authorities. If you
have concerns, report them to the club or fisheries’ Welfare Officer. There should be a process in
place to be able to take down images if there is a concern or if someone rescinds consent.

4.1 Filming and photography at competitions and events

All attendees should be informed in advance that a photographer will be present. Unsupervised
access to children or one-on-one photography or filming sessions at the event or elsewhere should
not be permitted under any circumstances. Photographers and media representatives must wear
visible identification at all times, this can vary from photographer or organisation.

If parents or spectators wish to take photos or videos, they must be prepared to identify themselves
and explain their reasons for recording if there are any concerns. Where appropriate, individuals
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using photographic equipment should be asked to register with event organisers (if people are
taking photographs in any official capacity).

Parents and children should be made aware of their right to report any concerns to the event
organiser or the club or fisheries’ Welfare Officer, who must handle them as a child protection
matter. The use of cameras or mobile phones in changing areas is strictly prohibited.

As angling often takes place in public spaces, it is not always possible to control all photography.
However, event organisers should include guidance on appropriate photography in competition
entry forms and junior membership materials to ensure best practice.

In any event it is more usual that a parent would only be videoing or photographing their own child
in angling so the risks would be low. Suggested wording if needed:

“In line with recommendations from the Safeguarding Children in Angling, Child Protection, Policy
and Procedures, the organisers of this competition/match/other junior session request that any
person wishing to engage in any video, zoom or close-range photography should register their details
with the Club Organiser /Official before carrying out any such photography. The Club
Secretary/Organising Official reserves the right to decline entry to any person unable or unwilling to
meet or abide by the organiser’s conditions. Any unauthorised photographer who will not agree to
these conditions may be reported to the appropriate authority.”

5. Legal Considerations

Data Protection: Comply with data protection laws regarding the storage and use of personal data,
including photographs and videos.

Intellectual Property: Respect copyright laws when using professional photographs or videos.

6. Training and other guidance

By adhering to these guidelines, angling clubs and fisheries can create a safe and enjoyable
environment that respects the rights and privacy of young participants while promoting the sport
responsibly. The Angling Trust offers free training for member club and fishery Welfare Officers and
committee members through a three-hour online session. The training booking link, additional
policies and resources are available in the safeguarding section of the Angling Trust website.
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